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WD 16 THE KAMCHATKA RIVER
o™ THIS IS AN ENCLOSURE

+
The Kamchatks River i1s the mein trgzgs%%Tr EaWery on the Kemchatka

Peninsula, . It is navigable and suitable for timber floating. A large
number of steamships and barges travel regularly on this river: In
connection with the construction of military bases on Kamchatka by lzbor
forces of the "Dal'stroy" of MVD, the importance of river transport is
growing from year to year.

There are thriving fighing enterprises at the mouth of the
Kamchatke River, supplying fish to canneries which produce canned ﬁ;h
vroducts for the Fer East divisions of the Soviet Arnmy and also in a
large measure for the needs of "Dal'stro;ﬂ‘,f-.w[ Thus, the city of Ust'-Kamchatsk,
30 kiloﬁeters from the river mouth, has a canning plent with six production
lines and & capacity of more than 100,000 standerd csses of canned goods
per year. Two more plants producing 50,000 and 100,000 cases a year,
regpectively, and seasonal floating canneries with a total sessonal
capacity of 20,to 40,000 cases, algo operate in this area. There are
large refrigerator Jnstallatz.ons in the city of Ust-Kemchatsk, and other
auxiliary enterprises of the fish-canning industry.

The Kamchatka Eiver has its source in the region of the Gannallskiy
Khrebet ;2 the Kemclaetke Peninsula and flows into ¥WE Kemchatskiy Zaliv
of Bering Sea, forming several arms at the river mouth. In erossing
the. peninsula from eouth to north the river reaches the mountain range
formed by the active voleano, Klyuchevskaya Sopka, and after being
Joined by the left tributary Krestovaya}z it /@};,y’t;r;\é\% in which
direction it continues to flow until it reaches_’ Kamchatskiy Zaliv.

.Total length of the river is about 800 kilometers.

O the upper part of the riv’er navigation begins in the middle of
April, én the central vart - early in May, and 6n the lower part - in

he @@ last ten doys of May. Navigation closes about the
middle of October. Hear Ust!-Kamchetsk the river seldom freezes, go

thet fishing operations can be continued through most of the winter.
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High water begins around the 10th day of June, m
reaching an elevation of 10 m‘eters;, and it ends in late July.

The lowest wabter level is in September and October, that is, toward
the end of the navigatilon season.

The river has over 100 tributaries, the most important of which
are Yelovke and Krestovaye joining the Kamchatka in its lower course.
Both of thege tributeries are over 200 kilometers long and are
guiteble for timber floating 100 kilometers upwards from their
confluence with the Kamchatka River. Most of the Kemchatka tri-
butaries have wide outlets, where the fish enter to spawn. Along
the banke of the Kamchatka River are over 20 villages, inhablited Dy
settled Kemchadals (Korysks) and Rugsians. There are also & number
of correctvivé lzbor camps, included in the system of Kemchatka
gorrectiver ;a'bor canps, The camp inmeites are used in logging
operations and by "Dal'stroy", mainly in road congtruction work.

With regard to navigebility, the Kemchatka River may be divided
into tiree parts: the upper part suitable for floating, from Verkhne-
Kemchatsk to the village of Mashura, where the river is about 100
meters wide and up to 2 meters deep (during the high water season
steamers travel as far as Mashura); the central part from Mashura
to Sredne-Kamchatsk, which is navigaeble for ships with a draught of
91 centimeters; there are nine or ten sandbanks in this sector,
the river bottom is covered with pebbles and sa:dd, and the main
obs’caclajlare submerged tree trunks or stumps; and the lower part
from Sredne-Kamchatsk to the river mouth, which is thxn‘ nav1gable
even during low-water periods; this sector has six sandbanks end

one rapid at Komornyy; the river bottom is soft silty and there

are meny submerged trees. From Nizhne-Kemchatek to Ust'-Kamchatsk
the river is not less than 360-370 centimeters deep (only on the sand

bar); near Ust'!-Kemchatsk and the fishing enterprises the depth is

-2
ne ncciniAlC NNIY '
Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/04/16 : CIA-RDP83-00415R004700040011 3



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for If,elle‘??‘eLZ‘O12/04/16 : CIA-RDP83-00415R004700040011-3 -HUM

S5 LT Hnald ALY
mnoutil
- not less than 425 centimeters. The river zxj}\ﬁtzx is o‘bstructe@‘. by
a number of sand bars.

The particular condltionsg of navigation on the Kamchatka River
and its close connection with ocean navigation made it necessary to
create & type of wasssl that would be able to enter the river without
difficulty Em> to receive fish cargoes and would also be able %to go
out into the oven ocean to deliver the fish to ocean steamers. A

ang -~
vessel of this type mist have a shallow d.ramght/ easy maneuverabili‘b;:‘,\

@ so that it could withstand a strong river current and cen be
manipulated amid ocean waves. Local river transport workers heve
solved this problem successfully by building a flat-bottom boat,
called kunges.

Freight rates and tariffs of the Kamchatka river navigation
have always been high, compared with freight rates on other rivers
of the USSR, which is reflected in the cost of essential products
in river settlements. Freight turnover has developed as follows:

1925/26 - 14,800 tons

1935/36 - 65,800 tons

1945/46 - 140,000 tons (approximately).

Ags the "Daltstroy" Geological Prospectinge Administration of MVD
has recently intensified its prospecting activities on the peninsula,

the development of the mining industry on Kamchatka may be expected

3

in the near future 5ox1 -HUM

COAL AND PETROLEUM ON KAMCHATKA
The KaunchatkahPeninsula represents the farthest and most southern
pert of the Soviet Northeast, bordered by the Sea of Okhotsk in the
west and the Bering Sea and Pa::ific Ocean in the east. The north

border is formed by & devression in the Parapol' Valley (Parspol'skiy Dol)

on the igthmus conneciing the peninsula with the Asiatic mainlang.
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© After petroleum and coal had been discovered on the peninsula in

50X1-HUM

the 1920's, the interest in geological research of thig ares has
grown continuously and by the beginning of the war certain regions
suitable for exploitation had been sufficiently marked. The
organization of Kamchetka Corrective Lebor Cemps and the activity
of "Dal'stroy" of MVD in the far northeest of Siberiz have greatly
stimilated activities on Kamchatks (we are not talking here about
the price it has cost and is continulng to cost), and the development
of the Kamchatka coal and petroleum industries in the next decade
is beyond doubt.

1. Coal Deposits of Kamchsika

The most profitable mining area on Kemchatke is Tigil'skiy Reyon
on the west coast of the peninsula, which extends mainly along the
Tigil! River and its ’tributary Sedenkea. This rayon covers an area
between 158 degrees snd 160 degrees eastern longitude and between
58 degrees and 57 degr‘ees northern latitude. There are considersble

areas around
oil-bearing inxthmmx%umx/the Tigil! gettlement, and iron ore and
coal deposits have been found in the vicinity of the Sedanka settlement.
Both of these settlements have airports.

The deposits of lignite near Sedanka are of rather low quality,

and they have no practical significance at present or in the near
future due to transportation difficulties. However, further along
the Sedanka River there are considerable coal deposits of much higher
quality &% which are entirely suitable for industrial purposes.
Ag far as one can judge from indirect informetion, the Kamchatka
Corrective Labor Camps opened a division in Tigil'! after the war,
and this division could have no other purpose than the development
of coal a'nd. petroleum mining in this district.

The second industrial coal deposit on Kemchatka is the lignite

deposit in the area of Zaliv Korfa (Korfa Bay). Prospecting in
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this area was begun by I, A. Preobrazhenskiy in 1929. The coal deposits
in the upper layers resemble 1iguitegmd. in the iower layers are
gimilar ‘bq bituminous coal.
The Lesnovskoye deposit (also called Krutogorovskoye) is
also of congiderebls imporitance. There are outcrops Vof coal in
this area between the Sopochnaya River in the south to the Tavi River
in the Borth. This deposit is very suitable for mining and Fmmxmsx

et RN

SRt IRErkERSEE is important for local industry and transport.

50X1-HUM

exploitation of this

deposit was begun just before the wer and is probably continuing
at this tinme.

The outcrops of lignite discovered by M. F. Dvali near the
Tiver mouths of the Palana, Anadyrke and Vanavov!ye on the west
coast of the peninsula are not being mined.

Tertiary-period coal on the Bukhte Podkagernaya (Podksgernoye Bay),
as far ag we; know, has not even been prospected.

Enormous reserves of peat on the west coast extending over an
area of about 450 kllometers, have been fairly well prospected by
Korf and Neyshtadt. However, their practical significance is nil
because of the sparse population FAXERAEXEFEE and the dense
forests in this area. The same can be gaid abolit the peat moors

in the area of Petropavliovsk.

2. Petroleum Deposits of Xemchatke

Petroleum deposits (or more correctly) indications of petroleum
deposits) are numerous on Kemchatke and one ma.y consider the
peningula very profitable for the petroleum industry. Petroleun
prospecting, begun in the 1920's, is expanding continuously and
is giving favorable results, judging from information received
. indirectly. The exploitation of petroleum-bearing regions is

done by detail grou3;>s of the Kemchatka Corrective Lebor Camps and
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it may be assumed that during the next decade Ksmchatke will

and navy.
become an important petroleum base for army/units, and for the

HUM

Far East industry and transport.

The most profitable petroleum-bearing fegions on Kamchatka
areA the following:

a. The Bogechevgkoye deposit on the ezst coast, in the foothills

.area Was orogpected

of the eastern Kamchatskly Kuarebet. This' fExepiitxrosxirnvestizaied
by &. N. Krishtofovich as early as the 1920's. The largest deposits
were found between the Bogachevka and Tyushevka rivers, which flow
into £HE Kronotskiy Zaliv. In this area one hag discovered
petroleun of the Mezozoic and Tertiary veriods in petroleum-bearing
clay, and in a few places the petroleum hasg filtered through %5 into
the Bogechevka River. The location of petroleun-bearing levels
was determined by deep drilling, which was done by L. A. Grechishkin
in the late 1930%s. Industrial exploitation of these petroleum
deposits was begun at the end of the wear and is being stepped up
at thig time. ‘

Deposits of gas and coal have a2lso been found in the same
Kronotgkiy area. Neither one or the other have been mined until
now..

b. Petrolesum-bearing areas in Ticil'skiy Reyon (see under "Coall)

are now attracting the attention of Soviet geolog%ical prospecting
parties. Petroleum in this region is found between the Kovran and
Vayampolka rivers. Indica,tiohs of petroleum have been discovered
in chalk, Oligocene and Neocene deposits. It ig too early to
judge how profitable the exploitation of these deposits might be,
bu:; the presence of a division of Kemchatka Corrective Labor Camps
in this area seems to indicate that the mining o prospects are
favorable. 0il wells with a depth of 590 meters in the Tochilo

district and 296 meters in the Kora district, in the lower vart
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of the Vayampolka River (northeast of Tigill) were considered
valuable, In these places one has also noticed the presence of
petroleun ges.
Definite -
c./Indicetiony of petroleun in the erea of Klyuchevskaya Sovka
have been discovered~ Unfortunately we are wable to judge from

the meterial at our disposal how importent thig deposit might be.

d. The erea of MKMUskoye Ozero may also be

considered & promising for the petroleum indusiry. During the
intg_{l_gsive -

war, /prospecting was begun in this region, which is probably

continuing at this time. The results are not yet kmown.

e. In the uwoper vart of the Kemchatka River, in the mountain

range of Gannel'skiye Vostryeki, indications of petroleum were

discovered before the war, together with gold, pyrite, and coel.
@ Little prospecting has been done in this region, and it is

too soon to judge whether petroleum mining here might be profitable.
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